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Paper Code
Course Title - Western Political Thought - FIRST PAPER

Credit Value 6
Total Marks. 40 +60 Min . Passing Marks : 40
Total No. of Lectures ( in hours per week )

Pre - requisite (if any) To study this course, a student must have passed certificate
course in First Year.

Course learning outcomes (CLO) The students will understand the significance
of Political thinkers Plato and Aristotle. The students will know the key ideas of
Greek . They will be able to explain what was the ideal state according to Plato and
how was it linked to his scheme of education and theory of justice. They called the
¢ . They will be able to answer how Aristotle differed from his master Plato on the
conception of justice, will be able to answer why Machiavelli is the child of his age
. They will be able to answer how and why gave Machiavelli an overriding priority
to statecraft. Pragmatism above ethics and values in operation of . They will be
able to make a distinction among Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau on the state of
nature , the law of nature , nature and form of contract and the emergence of state
from the contract . Students would learn the key ideas of idealist thinkers.
Students would learn the key ideas in Marxism and f will be able to answer the
Socialist and communist tradition after Marx in Political ideas of Lenin and a
Laski.

Unit-1-Greek Political Thought .Theory of Justice ,Theory of Education , Theory
of Communism Philosopher King , The Ideal State , Aristotle’s views on : State
,Slavery , Citizenship ,Classification of Government Revolution.

Unit-2- Modern Political Thought Niccole Machiavelli 2. Conception of Human
Nature 1. First Modern Political Thinker : The child of his time 3. Thoughts about
Religion and Morality 4. Ideas on the Prince 1. Social Contract Theory 2.
Individualism 1. Social Contract Theory 2. Theory of Natural Rights 3. Liberalism
Jean Jacques Rousseau 1. Social Contract Theory 2. Theory of General Will.



Unit-3- Philosophy of Utilitarianism Jeremy Bentham 1. Utilitarianism 2. Natural
laws and Rights 3. Theory of State and Legislation 4 . Theory of Punishment and
Reform ( Prison , Government , Law, Education and Religion ) 5. Contribution
to Political Thought 1. Alteration in Utilitarianism 2. Views on Liberty 3.
Representative Government Contribution to Political Thought.

Unit-4- Idealism in Political Philosophy Immanuel Kant 1. Philosophy of Ethics 2.
Views on theory of State , Forms of Government and International peace ¢ George
W.F. Hegel 1. Dialectical Method 2. Views on Nation State , Internationalism and
War 3. Views on Government and Constitution Thomas Hill Green 1. Views on
Freedom 2. Views on Rights 3. Views on State 4. Views on General Will. Thomas
Hobbes John Locke ¢ John Stuart Mill 20 16 18D Ant wwwp 2 HAV'C2 M

Unit-5- Karl Marx — Scientific Socialism 1. Dialectical Materialism 2. Economic
Interpretation of History 18 3. Theory of Clans Struggle 4. Theory of Surplus
Value Vladimir Lenin 1. Development of Marxist Theory 2. As a revolutionary
Harold J. Laski 1. Views on Liberty , Rights and equality 2. Democratic Socialism.

Keywords / Tags : Justice , Communiam , Slavery , Prince , Individualism ,
Liberalism , General Will Utilitarianism , Liberty , Ethics , Internationalism |,
Dialectics , Surplus value , Socialism
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